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Editorial: Transitions and Best Wishes 
C. Edward Wall 


Special Theme: Policy, Issues, and 
Networked Information Part 3 


Telecommunications Policy Reform Initiative 
of Vice President Al Gore 1:7 
Inasmuch as the series of essays Serials Review has published in 
this and the previous two issues are intended to explore policy 
issues surrounding the creation of an electronic environment that 
can enhance and promote the exchange of scholarly and scientific 
publications, it was felt that an exemplar of the policy statements 
issued from the Clinton White House on these matters might be suit- 
ably included in this collections. In this article, which was released 
on II January 1994, several matters of direct consequences to the 
exchange of information along distributed networks are raised and 
discussed. 


Some Possible Government Roles in 
Information Infrastructure 
The idea behind Internet was the seamless linking of many dif- 
ferent kinds of packet-switched networks. By 1982, the TCP/IP pro- 
tocols were widely used and the Department of Defense had 
declared them standards for military use. The Internet has blos- 
somed in the subsequent 10 years. The system links over 10,000 
networks in roughly 50 countries and is doubling annually in users, 
networks, hosts, and traffic. Internet is growing faster than any 
other telecommunications system ever built. Perhaps even more 
important, this federal investment in research has created new 
industries revolving at first around the hardware and software of 
Internet technology and more recently around network and infor- 
mation services supported by the Internet. In this article, adapted 
from congressional testimony, Cerf, who co-developed the idea of 
gateways and wrote the first specification for the basic TCP/IP pro- 
tocols now used in the Internet, offers ways the U.S. government 
can profitably continue its investment in Internet. 


The Policy Role of User Studies 
Ann Peterson Bishop and Cliff Bishop ........... ET 
Though social science researchers conduct user-oriented stud- 
ies of computer networking, their work is often underutilized by fed- 
eral policymakers and others who make important decisions about 
the goals, design, and support of networked systems. Yet the need 
for more widespread studies of network use is demonstrably great. 
A policy rationale for such studies can be articulated by consider- 
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ing both what existing federal network policies say about user stud- 
ies and what role user studies can play in improving future policy. 
User studies are important, in other words, for achieving govern- 
ment accountability and effectiveness. In this article, Bishop and 
Bishop discuss what user studies are, explore the common reasons 
why user studies are not done, then suggest ways to enhance the 
role of user studies in policy. 


A Role for Libraries in 
Electronic Publication 


Journal subscription costs have been rising rapidly and have 
absorbed all movable resources in many libraries. Subscriptions 
are being canceled, and access to scholars has been reduced. Even 
so shelves are filling rapidly. Knowledge continues to grow, and 
more outlets are needed. Miraculously, electronic journals seem a 
wonderful solution: pay less, get more. Unfortunately serious prob- 
lems with access, quality control, and financing have held up devel- 
opment of this medium. Left to itself the transition will be chaotic 
and damaging. In this article, Quinn describes a controlled transi- 
tion that would serve the needs of scholarship within current bud- 
gets and without sacrificing quality. The major features are a shift 
of primary journal publication to research libraries and concentra- 
tion of commercial publishers on texts and monographs. 


Little Magazine Interview Index 
Yvonne Schofer and Barbara Richards ............ i: 31 
Schofer and Richards present the tenth-anniversary issue of 
their yearly index to interviews appearing in the little magazines 
received for the Department of Special Collections at University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. The remarkable expansion of small maga- 
zines, they note, documents a movement of resistance to the ever- 
increasing domination of the commercial media. In this index, 444 
interviews appear, fewer than in the previous issue. The authors 
draw no conclusions as to diminishing numbers since new little 
magazines continue to appear at a steady rate; it may simply be an 
indication of their widening range of interests. 


Editorial Peer Review: Research, Current 
Practices, and Implications for Librarians 


In this articte, Weller places editorial peer review in a historical 
context. Current editorial peer review practices as well as the role 
of the author, editor, and reviewer are summarized. The limitations 
of peer review include the unlikelihood of detecting fraud, duplicate 
submissions, or errors in a manuscript; the difficulty of accepting 
radical new thinking; the issues raised by the responsibility of 
authorship; and the biases of either the reviewer or the editor. Safe- 
guards within these limitations include guidelines for reviewers, 
both context and statistical, anonymity, signed authorship responsi- 
bility and resubmission after rejection. Editorial peer review is an 
area of increasing interest to librarians as they have had to examine 
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their collections closely and expand their role as experts in the area 
of publication and the publication process. The librarian's impor- 
tant role as researcher in the field of editorial peer review is exam- 
ined. A number of researchable editorial peer review topics are 
included. 


Relying on the Kindness of Strangers: 
Archiving Electronic Journals on Gopher 
Donnice Cochenour and Tom Moothart, 
with a sidebar by Gopher and 
Archie Review Panel, MIT Libraries ............. 1: 67 
The anticipated and much acclaimed era of the virtual library is 
approaching reality as the Internet traffic increases at an estimated 
20 percent to 25 percent each month. New electronic journal titles 
are being announced weekly. Gopher is considered by many to be 
the de facto standard for providing access to these journals. Many 
libraries are choosing to rely on other sites' files rater than loading 
the titles onto local Gopher servers. According to Cochenour and 
Moothart, by abdicating the responsibility of developing local elec- 
tronic journal collections, libraries are losing control over the for- 
mat, appearance, and future access to these publications. Libraries 
need to consider the criteria and methods for making these publica- 
tions available for the researchers of today and tomorrow. An 
accompanying sidebar discusses criteria proposed as guidelines by 
specialists at MIT in deciding whether to provide access through 
local or remote electronic collections. 


The Balance Point: 

The Economics of Electronic Publishing 

edited by Ellen Finnie Duranceau, 

with contributions by Stevan Harnad, 

Frank Quinn, Gail McMillan, Fytton Rowland, 

Robert H. Marks, and Janet H. Fisher ............ | ly a 
In recent months, a wide-ranging debate about the economics of 

electronic publishing has been raging over the Internet. Various 

models have been proposed, and commentators have taken posi- 

tions ranging from that of Stevan Harnad, who believes electronic 

publishing could save 70 percent of print publishing costs and 

change the structure of scholarly publication entirely, to Robert 

Marks of the American Chemical Society, who maintains that 

potential cost savings are negligible. In this issue of Balance Point, 

Harnad, Marks and four others, all of whom have extensive profes- 

sional experience with electronic publishing, present their own 

visions of the economics of publishing electronically, continuing 

and formalizing the Internet debate. 


Tools of the Serials Trade 

edited by Teresa Malinowski, 

with contributions from 

Margaret A. Rioux and Carol Bednar ............ 1:91 
Margaret Rioux reviews Directory of Electronic Journals, 

Newsletters, and Academic Discussion Lists and Carol Bednar 

reviews Introductory CD ROM Searching: The Key to Effective 

Ondisc Searching. 


114 SERIALS REVIEW 


Number 2 


Editorial 


History of the CONSER Program - 
(1986-1994) 
CONSER’s comprehensive review in 1986 sets the stage for this 
organizational history. Significant events of the widely acclaimed 
cooperative serials cataloging program are traced through the last 
decade and focus on the CONSER plan, the program's governance 
structure and changes in membership, the CONSER database, seri- 
als cataloging issues, and program documentation and publica- 
tions. These developments are viewed as CONSER looks ahead to 
coordinate with the new program for Cooperative Cataloging, reex- 
amine membership/governance issues, implement USMARC format 
integration, and address a variety of computer-related issues. 


Application of a Sampling Method 
in Journal Cost Studies 


Howard B. Christensen and 
Serial prices continue to rise at higher rates than inflation forc- 
ing libraries to continue to be faced with serials cancellation 
projects. Cost studies, such as the physics journal study by H.H. 
Barschall, rely on counts of characters published in the journals 
studied. The sampling methodology used to get character counts 
has previously been untested. In this article, the authors examine 
the reliability of a method for computing character counts and sug- 
gests guidelines for sampling when applying character count meth- 
ods. 


Serials Cancellations and Interlibrary Loan: 
The Link and What It Reveals 
Michele J. Crump and LeiLani Freund............ 2: 29 
In 1991, collection managers at the University of Florida 
Libraries were charged with implementing a 10 percent serials bud- 
get cut as a result of a decrease in the libraries’ revenues. In this 
article the authors discuss briefly the methodology used by the col- 
lection managers to review serials titles and solicit faculty partici- 
pation in the process. They then examine the strategy used to 
evaluate the effect of the cuts on other library services, in particular 
looking at the interlibrary loan business as one means of measuring 
the consequence of the cancellations on patron research activities. 
They evaluated interlibrary loan activity and other indicators to 
show how successful the criteria used were in reviewing the collec- 
tion and making informed cancellation decisions. 


Index Medicus Price Study: 

Publishing Trends from 1990-1994 

Lynn M. Fortney and Victor A. Basille ........... 7a Y 
This fourth edition of the Index Medicus Price Study examines 

biomedical journal publishing trends over a five-year period (1990- 

1994) and analyzes these trends by subject category and country of 

publication. Its purpose is to provide libraries with information 

about inflationary trends within specific disciplines and enable 
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them to educate their constituents about the financial requirements 
necessary to support the various medical specialties. 


Newsletters on Business Opportunities in Cuba 
Diana Gonzales Kirby and Isabel Ezquerra ........ 2: 59 

Economic reform is coming to Cuba. Encouraged by recent 
events, such as the fall of the Berlin Wall, the collapse of the former 
Soviet Union, and the demise of communism throughout Eastern 
Europe, lawyers, civic leaders, business executives, and economists 
in the United States are anticipating a "new" Cuba full of promise, 
prosperity and profit. This paper reflects on the growing number of 
newsletters that have appeared since 1992. The publishers of these 
newsletters reflect on the growing diversity of special interest 
groups, both inside and outside of academia, that follow closely 
Cuba-U.S. relations with a close look at the potential for new mar- 
kets in the island nation. 


Slavonic Publications at the British Library 
Document Supply Centre 
Kathleen Ladizesky and Ron Hogg .............. 2: 65 
This paper examines the acquisition of Slavonic materials cur- 
rently received at the British Library Document Supply Centre. The 
authors detail countries from which the material is acquired and 
look at some of the special knowledge required to handle it. Men- 
tion is also made of the current upheaval in the Eastern bloc ex- 
communist countries and resultant changes to publications in those 
countries. 


Electronic Journals: 


Issues of Access and Bibliographical Control 
Hazel Woodward and Cliff McKnight ............ 2:71 
While the use of academic computer networks for scholarly 
communication purposes is widely documented, it is only recently 
that electronic journals (e-journals) have appeared on the network. 
In this article the authors explore the issues of access to and biblio- 
graphical control of e-journals from a local and national perspec- 
tive, and offer information to assist librarians in the 
implementation and enhancement of access mechanisms and bib- 
liographical control of e-journals by the identification of informa- 
tion sources and examination of good practice. 


The Balance Point: 

Zines in Libraries: A Cultured Preserved 

Julia Herrada, guest editor, 

with contributions by Billie Aul, 

Andy "Sunfrog" Smith, Michael Basinski, 

Trying to organize zines into a classification scheme goes 

against the very nature of them, and sometimes seems an over- 

whelming task. Librarians and other zine collectors face numerous 

problems with the collection and classification of zines. This article 

discusses those problems, as well as recognizing the value in works 

representing zine culture, and knowing when to judge a book by its 

cover. 
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Serials Review Index 

The editors scan approximately 150 journals in all disciplines 

for reviews of serial publications. Journals published since the win- 

ter of 1993/1994 were monitored for this installment. 


Tools of the Serials Trade 

edited by Teresa Malinowski, 

with contributions from Cynthia Clark, 

Marilyn Geller, and Rebecca Graves ............ 2: 101 
Cynthia Clark review New Scholarship:New Serials: Proceed- 

ings of the North American Serials Interest Group, Inc.; Marilyn 

Geller reviews Libraries and the Internet/NREN; and Rebecca 

Graves reviews New Riders’ Official Internet Yellow Pages. 
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Editorial: Hot Topics in Serials, 1995 


Serials for the Farm Family of 80 years Ago 

This article provides an overview of the 70 popular magazines, 
trade periodicals and newspapers read in an Illinois farm home 
during the first half of the 20th century. The focus is on 18 farm 
journals used in the family's day-to-day activities. Each farming 
title is sammarized for content, style, and utility with bibliographic 
information and selected sources. 


Health-Related Newsletters 


The field of health-related newsletters is expanding. Those dis- 


cussed in this article are produced by nonprofit organizations and 
reach a sizable audience of well educated lay readers, especially 
elderly women. They offer both succinct summaries of the latest 
medical and health care news with information taken mostly from 
major professional journals and longer articles providing a current 
consensus of the experts on particular topics. Health-related news- 
letters fill a gap between mass circulation magazines and scholarly 
periodicals, and provide the public with reliable health information 
on a timely basis. 


Electronic Data Interchange: Dartmouth + 

Faxon + Innopac + SISAC + X12 = 

Serials Claims Pilot Project 

This paper describes a pilot Serials claims project which incor- 

porates new technology into an existing integrated library system. 

Dartmouth College Library, Innovative Interfaces, Inc. and the 

Faxon Company collaborated to develop electronic serial claiming 

that changed the claims process of our integrated library system 

from paper to an electronic format, thereby improving systems 

capabilities and revolutionizing the way business is done between 

our libraries, subscription agents, and eventually publishers. 
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Index Medicus Price Study: 
Publishing Trends from 1991-1995 
Lynn M. Fortney and Victor A. Basile ............ 3: 47 


This fifth edition of the Index Medicus Price Study examines bio- 
medical journal publishing trends over a five-year period (1991- 
1995) and analyzes these trends by subject category and country of 


publication. Its purpose is to provide librarians with information 
about inflationary trends within specific disciplines and enable 
them to educate their constituents about the financial requirements 
necessary to support the various medical specialties. 


Electonic Journal Forum: 
Project Muse: A Partnership of 
Interest 
Past columns have focused on the electronic journal defined as 
one available only in electronic format and usually distributed 
without charge over the Internet, as opposed to the commercially 
produced online journal, which maintains an electronic existence 
parallel to a print counterpart. This column will describe a hybrid 
of these two. Todd D. Kelley, Librarian for Information Technology 
Initiatives at Milton S. Eisenhower Library, John Hopkins Univer- 
sity, discusses the goals, challenges and future plans of Project 
Muse, a collaborate effort between a university press, university 
library and university computer center. 


The Balance Point: 

Exchange Rates and the Serials Marketplace 

edited by Ellen Durnaceau, 

with contributions by Knut Dorn, John Cox, 

Harry Hoffer, Allen Powell, and James Mouw ..... 3: 83 
In this column, five writers who represent various segments of 

the serials information chain shed light on the at times vexingly 


complex topic of exchange rates and their role in the serials mar- 
ketplace. 


Tools of the Serials Trade 

edited by Teresa Malinowski, 

with contributions from Mark Braden, 

Constance Foster, Ron Rodriguez, 

Mark Braden reviews Introduction to Automation for Librari- 

ans, Constance Foster reviews Collection Management and Devel- 

opment: Issues is an Electronic Era, Ron Rodriguez reviews 


Diversity and Multiculturalism in Libraries, and James Shaw 
reviews The INTERNET Troubleshooter. 


Serials Spoken Here: Reports on Conferences, 
Institutes and Seminars 

edited by Susan Davis, 

with contributions from Roger L. Presley, 

Alison S. Roth, William Fietzer, 


This column features reports from four recent events: The ACRL 
Journal Costs in Academic Libraries Discussion Group session at 
ALA Midwinter, the Technical Services Workstations Institute in 
Atlanta, ACRL's Seventh Annual Conference in Pittsburgh, and the 
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Serials Cataloging Institute in Atlanta. These four reports cover a 
variety of topics: pricing and licensing, technology, workflow and 
cataloging, which should be of interest to all serialists. 
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Description and Evaluation of the “Mr. Serials” 
Process: Automatically Collecting, Organizing, 
Archiving, Indexing, and Disseminating 
Electronic Serials 
This article describes the Mr. Serials Process, a systematic 
method being applied at the North Carolina State University 
(NCSU) Libraries for collecting, organizing, archiving, indexing, 
and disseminating electronic serials. Using readily-available tech- 
nologies found on the Internet (FTP, WAIS, gopher, HTTP, perl, 
procmail, e-mail), the Mr. Serials Process has proven an effective 
means for the management of electronic serials that are consis- 
tently formatted and delivered via e-mail. 


Archiving Electronic Journals 
Gordon B. Neavill and Mary Ann Sheblé ......... 4: 13 
Libraries must take an active role in collecting and archiving 
electronic journals to ensure that their contents remain accessible 
to users as far into the future as possible. The CICNet electronic 
journals project represents a promising example of cooperative net- 
work-based archiving undertaken by the library community, but at 
the present stage of development the most reliable archiving option 
is for individual libraries or library consortia to obtain electronic 
journals directly from the network and establish their own access 
and archiving procedures. Problems involved in long-term elec- 
tronic archiving include the short life expectancies of digital stor- 
age media, hardware and software dependency, and the need for 
authentication devices to distinguish between versions of electronic 
records and ensure that there are no unidentified changes in con- 
tent. 


Series Authority Records in an 
Integrated System: 
Enhancing Catalog Effectiveness 
Beatrice L. McKay and Beverley Geer ........... 4: 23 
In a manual environment, the series authority file was created 
and maintained by the cataloging department, which was also its 
primary user. Today, integrated library systems make the series 
authority file accessible to all departments, thus extending its use- 
fulness beyond traditional boundaries. In the debate over the costs 
and benefits of series authority work, the authors hold that, espe- 
cially in light of today's easy, universal access to the online file, a 
consistent and well-maintained series authority file is not only 
philosophically defensible but also of considerable practical value 
to all catalog users--cataloging and acquisitions staff, bibliogra- 
phers and reference librarians, and library patrons. 
An overview of series authority control sets the scene for a dis- 
cussion of the work done at Trinity University to enhance the basic 
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series authority record with local cataloging, acquisitions, and pro- 


cessing information. 


Templates: Providing Structure for 

Implementing NOTIS LSER 

Module Receiving Records 

Staff in the Serials Acquisitions Unit at the University of Iowa 

Libraries designed and implemented a project to create thousands 

of predictive check-in records for serial subscriptions in the LSER 

module of NOTIS. Focus of the project design was to provide qual- 

ity records at minimal cost in a four month time period. 


Electronic Journals Forum: 

Migration to Electronic Distribution Through 

OCLC’s Electronic Journals Online 

This column explores OCLC's collaboration with publishers 

who are making traditional print publications available electroni- 

cally. Serials Review interviewed Andrea Keyhani, Manager of 

Electronic Publishing at OCLC, about their programs. 


Balance Point: 

Cataloging Remote-Access Electronic Serials: 

Rethinking The Role of the OPAC 

edited by Ellen Finnie Duranceau, 

with contributions from Martha Hruska, 

Wayne Jones, Eric Lease Morgan, 

Regina Reynolds, and Allison Mook Sleeman...... 4: 67 
In examining whether libraries should use their catalogs to lead 

users to electronic serials they do not own, and do not control, or 

whether the catalog should remain pure, including only those 

resources acquired and managed by the library, five writers here 

attempt to reconsider and redefine the OPAC's purpose in an era of 

Internet publishing. 
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Tools of the Serials Trade 

edited by Teresa Malinowski, 

with contributions from Janet Fisher, 

Shiela Osheroff, Roger L. Presley, 

Janet Fisher reviews Librarians and Publishers in the Scholarly 

Information Process: Transition in the Electronic Age; Shiela Keil 

Osheroff reviews The Electronic Journal: The Future of Serials- 

Based Information, Roger L. Presley reviews Basic Budgeting 

Practice for Librarians, Second Edition,and David E. Winchester 

reviews The Whole Library Handbook 2: Current Data, Profes- 

sional Advice, and Curiosa About Libraries and Library Services. 


Serials Spoken Here: 

Reports from Conferences, 

Institutes and Seminars 

edited by Susan Davis, 

with contributions from Lisa A. Eichholtz, 

Jennifer L. Reaves, Marifran Bustion, 

Jodi Williamschen, and Susan Davis ............. 4: 87 
Lisa Eichholtz reports on the annual meeting of the Medical 

Library Association; Jennifer Reaves describes NASIG's 10th anni- 

versary conference; and Marifran Bustion, Jodi Williamschen and 

Susan Davis report on four serials-related sessions at the American 

Library Association annual meeting. 


Serials Review Index 

The editors scan approximately 150 journals in all disciplines 

for review of serial publications. Journals published since the 

spring of 1994 were monitored for this installment. 
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